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PREVALENCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES IN THE 
UNITED STATES 


September 12-October 9, 1937 


The accompanying tables summarize the prevalence of eight impor- 
tant communicable diseases based on weekly telegraphic reports from 
State health departments. The reports from each State are published 
in the Pustic Heattu Reports under the section “Prevalence of 
Disease.”” Table 1 gives the number of cases of poliomyelitis reported 
by each State in recent weeks of 1937 and in corresponding weeks of 
1936, 1935, and 1934, and table 2 gives the number of cases of eight 
important communicable diseases, including poliomyelitis, for the 
4-week period ending October 9, the number reported for the corre- 
sponding period in 1936, and the median number for the years 1932-36. 


DISEASES ABOVE MEDIAN PREVALENCE 


Poliomyelitis—The peak of the current epidemic-like wave of 
poliomyelitis was apparently reached during the week ended Septem- 
ber 18, and by the last week of the period under consideration (week 
ended Oct. 9) the incidence had dropped about 55 percent. Later 
reports for the week ended October 16 indicate a still further decline 
in practically all regions. 

Compared with recent years the incidence for the current 4-week 
period (2,615 cases) for the country as a whole was approximately 
two and one-half times that for the corresponding period in 1936, 
1934, and 1932, and double the incidence in 1933. In 1935 an un- 
usual incidence of the disease was recorded for the regions along the 
Atlantic coast, and a total of 2,528 cases was reported for this period. 

Although reports for the current 4 weeks show that poliomyelitis 
is on the decline, the number of cases in the West South Central 
region was more than 11 times that for the corresponding period in 
1936 and 1935 and more than 7 times the incidence in 1934. The 
North Central and North Atlantic regions also continued to report 
a high incidence, and the incidence was somewhat above the seasonal 
expectancy in some States in the Mountain and Pacific regions. 
The East South Central and South Atlantic regions reported fewer 
cases than last year, but in both regions the current incidence was 
higher than the average for recent years. The slight epidemic of 
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1936 was confined mostly to the East South Central region. 





Table 1 


shows for each State the number of cases reported since the beginning 
of the current year, with comparative data for the corresponding 
period in the 3 preceding years. It includes also the weekly number 
in each State for recent weeks of 1937. 


TaBLE 1.—Poliomyelitis cases reported in each State during recent weeks of 1987 ' 
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From the beginning of the current year through the week ended 
October 16 there have been approximately 8,450 cases of poliomyelitis 
reported. This number, with the exception of the incidence (9,296 
cases) in 1935, is the highest recorded for any year since 1931, when 
the number of cases for the corresponding period totaled approxi- 
mately 13,600. While the West South Central and North Central 
regions have been the most affected, the incidence in practically all 
sections of the country has been somewhat above the normal seasonal 
level. The incidence in the South Atlantic and South Central regions 
fell considerably below that of last year, owing to the fact that the 
minor outbreak of 1936 occurred in those regions. 

Influenza.—During the current period the influenza incidence in- 
creased about 60 percent over that for the preceding 4-week period. 
The number of cases (1,955) was also about 60 percent greater than 
that for the corresponding period in 1936, although it was only 
slightly larger than the number reported in 1935. In the West North 
Central region the disease was less prevalent than at this time last 
year, but all other regions reported increases over last year’s figures. 
An increase of this disease is expected at this season of the year; and 
while the current incidence is somewhat higher than in 1936, the 
number of cases, except in the West South Central States, compares 
very favorably with the average for recent years. 

Smallpoz.—The number of cases (232) of smallpox reported for the 
4 weeks ended October 9 was the highest recorded for any correspond- 
ing period since 1931. The high incidence was confined mostly to 
certain States in the Far West and West Central regions. The West 
North Central region reported 60 for the current period as against 
34 last year; the West South Central region, 21 as against none; and 
the Pacific region, 76 as against 7. States in those regions that re- 
ported more than the usual seasonal incidence were Washington, 
North Dakota, Montana, Oklahoma, and Idaho. 

Measles.—The incidence of measles has been relatively high. The 
incidence during the current period (3,081 cases) was.about 2.6 times 
that for this period in 1936 and almost 35 percent above the average 
level for the 5 preceding years. The disease was more prevalent than 
last year in all regions except the New England and Pacific, in which 
regions the incidence fell slightly below that of last year. 

Meningococcus meningitis —For the entire country the incidence of 
meningitis (212 cases) dropped about 10 percent from the high level 
of 1936 and 1935, but it still maintained a high position in relation 
to the years 1934, 1933, and 1932, when the numbers of cases reported 
for this period were 130, 135, and 179, respectively. Compared 
with last year the incidence was higher in the West North Central 
and West South Central regions, considerably lower in the South 
Atlantic and East South Central regions, and approximately the same 
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in other regions. The number of cases reported from the South 
Atlantic and South Central regions appeared to be somewhat above 
the preceding 5-year median but in all other regions the incidence 
was about normal for this season of the year. 


TABLE 2.—Number of reported cases of 8 communicable diseases in the United States 
during the 4-week period Sept. 12 . 9, 1937, the number for the corresponding 
period tn 1936, and the median number of cases reported for the corresponding 
period 1932-36 ! 
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Diphtheria Influenza * Measles * meningitis 
United States !..........- 2,849 |2,248 |3, 821 |1,955 {1,225 (1, 867 |3,081 [1,183 (2,306 | 212; 27 179 
New England_-_.......- 1 56 12 5 13 107 215 173 7 10 10 
Middle Atlantic ree 200; 157; 301 65 55 54 /1,083 | 302; 623 44 44 
East North Central_.__- 389 | 276; 65387; 237 142; 253; 682 195 | 410 41 45 44 
West North Central....| 160 107 1233 148} 154 189 65 158 22 8 17 
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Mountain. ............ 98 45 75 101 82 62 | 319 98 7 7 6 
“eee Oars 93 122 130 | 105 123 141 140 | 170) 844 10 g G 
Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever Smallpox Typhoid fever 

United States 1.........-- 2,615 |1,027 |1,072 |7, 431 }5,215 {8,277} 232] 123| 123 |2,211 |2,340 | 2,885 
New England........... 189 21 35 | 382) 322) 454 0 0 0 63 32 52 
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1 48 States. Nevada is excluded, and the District of Columbia is counted as a State in these reports. 
2 44 States and New York City. The median is for the years 1933-36, only; the data for 1932 are not com- 


3 46 States. Mississippi and Georgia are not included. 
DISEASES BELOW MEDIAN PREVALENCE 


Typhoid fever—The reported incidence of typhoid fever (2,211 
cases) represents a low level in relation to recent years. Compared 
with last year the incidence was high in the New England, Middle 
Atlantic, West North Central, and Mountain regions, low in the South 
Atlantic, East North Central, and South Central regions, and approx- 
imately the same in the Pacific region. 

Scarlet fever—For the current 4-week period 7,431 cases of scarlet 
fever were reported, an increase of approximately 4,000 over the pre- 
ceding 4-week period. All regions contributed to this increase. A 
comparison with recent years shows that the current incidence was 
about 40 percent in excess of that for the corresponding period in 1936, 
but it was considerably below the incidence in each of the 4 preceding 
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years, when the numbers of cases for this period totaled 8,277, 8,353, 
8,107, and 8,293, respectively. Each region, except the Pacific, 
reported an increase over last year, but the largest increases occurred 
in the West North Central and West South Central regions. 
Diphtheria.—The number of cases of diphtheria (2,849) reported for 
the current 4-week period was almost twice the number reported for 
the preceding 4 weeks. The number was also about 27 percent 
higher than that recorded for the corresponding period in 1936, but 
it was considerably lower than that for preceding years. In the New 
England region the current incidence was approximately the same as 
last year, and in the Pacific region the disease was less prevalent, but 
all other regions reported a higher incidence than last year, the in- 
creases ranging from 7 percent in the East South Central region to 
about 50 percent in the West North Central. While the current 
incidence was higher than in 1936 it remained well below the average 
level of the preceding 5 years in all regions except the Mountain. 


MORTALITY, ALL CAUSES 


The average mortality rate from all causes in large cities for the 
4 weeks ended October 9, based on data received from the Bureau of 
the Census, was 10.4 per 1,000 inhabitants (annual basis). For the 
same period in 1936 and 1935 the rate was 10.0. An increase in the 
death rate is expected at this season of the year, but the current rate 
is considerably above the average rate of 9.9 per 1,000 for the years 
1931-36. In 1930 the rate (10.4) for this period was the same as 
the current rate. 


SICKNESS AMONG MALE INDUSTRIAL EMPLOYEES DURING 
THE SECOND QUARTER AND FIRST HALF OF 1937! 


By Dean K. Brunpaaer, Senior Statistician, United States Public Health Service? 
SECOND QUARTER OF 1937 


The frequency of cases of sickness and nonindustrial accidents caus- 
ing absence from work for more than 1 week, as shown by the reports 
of a group of 25 companies employing approximately 184,000 males, 
was approximately the same during the second quarters of 1937 and 
1936, the rates being, respectively, 88.2 and 89.0. While the respira- 
tory diseases as a group showed a somewhat lower rate during the 
second quarter of 1937 than in the same quarter of the preceding year, 
the subgroups, diseases of the pharynx and tonsils, and “other respi- 
ratory diseases’, disclosed higher rates. The rate of new cases of 


' From the Division of Industrial Hygiene of the National Institute of Health, U.S. Public Health Service, 


Washington, D. ©. 
? With the assistance of Miss Elizabeth 8. Frasier, Junior Statistician. 
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influenza during the second quarter of 1937 (9.4 cases per 1,000 males) 
shows a considerable improvement since the first quarter, when the 
high rate of 61.7 cases per 1,000 males was recorded.’ During the 
first half of 1937, the influenza rate was 34.4 cases per 1,000 males, 
or about 70 percent higher than for the like period of 1936, or the 
5-year period, 1932-36. 

The rate for the nonrespiratory diseases in the second quarter of 
1937 was approximately the same as for the corresponding months of 
1936. Rates in the second quarter of 1937 in excess of the rates for 
the same quarter of the preceding year were shown for diarrhea and 
enteritis, hernia, neurasthenia and the like, “other diseases of the 
nervous system’’, “other genito-urinary diseases”, diseases of the skin, 
infectious and parasitic diseases, ill-defined and unknown causes, and 
“all other diseases.”” A decrease in incidence was recorded for dis- 
eases of the stomach, “other digestive diseases”, the rheumatic group, 
and diseases of the heart and arteries, and nephritis. 


FIRST HALF OF 1987 


Notwithstanding the very unfavorable beginning in 1937, as shown 
by the frequency rate of sickness and nonindustrial accidents for the 
first quarter,’ the rate for the first half of 1937 was only about 15 per- 
cent above the rate for the first half of 1936, and 22 percent above the 
5-year period 1932-36. 

Practically no change was shown in the frequency of cases of non- 
industrial accidents during the first half of the three periods under 
comparison, namely, 1937, 1936, and 1932-36. 


TABLE 1.—Frequency of disability lasting 8 calendar days or longer in the second 
quarter of 1937 as compared —_< the same quarter of 1936, and tn the first half of 
1937 as compared with corresp rages F periods of preceding years (male morbidi 
experience of industrial companies which reported cases to the U. S. Public H. 



































Service)! 
Annual number of disabilities per 1,000 men 
ge an Baty om hy ty 
pum n paren’ are disease num 
from the International List of the Causes of Death, | 8°04 quarter of— First half of— 
fourth revision, Paris, 1929) 
1987 1936 1937 1936 1932-36 
Sickness and nonindustrial injuries ?_._............... 88. 2 89.0 117.1 101.3 96.1 
Ni ‘ial inj 11.3 10.3 10.8 10.9 10.7 
NE Fe os cite nines 76.9 78.7 106. 3 90. 4 85. 4 
Gai itetencecrwenenincte 27.8 29.7 56.9 41.7 38.0 
as tis, acute and chronic (106).............. 4.9 48 5.7 6.1 4.3 
Diseases of the pharynx and tonsils (115a)....... 6.2 5.0 6.1 5.2 5.3 
ne | |) Ee ae 9.4 12.4 34.4 20.6 2.1 
Pneumonia, all forms ( eae (ea 2.7 2.7 3.6 3.8 27 
of the respiratory system (23)...... 8 -9 8 -9 9 
Other respiratory pte (104, 105, "oe 110-114) alee 4.7 3.9 68 5.1 47 


See footnotes at end of table. 
*¥or the first quarter of 1937, see Pub. Health Rep., 52: 1169-1171 (August 27) 1937. 
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TaBLe 1.—Frequency of disability lasting 8 calendar days or longer in the second 
quarter of 1937 as compared with the same quarter of 1936, and in the first half 
of 1937 as compared with corresponding periods of preceding years (male morbidit 
experience of industrial companies which reported cases to the U. S. Public Health 
Service)—Continued 
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1 In 1936 and 1937 the same companies are included. The rates for the first half of the years 1932-36 include 
20 of these companies which employed an average of 112,734 men during these months or 79 percent of the 
143,566 representing the sample De mee for the 5 years. 


4 Exclusive of disability from Venereal diseases and a few numerically unimportant causes of disability, 

As usual, the respiratory diseases as a group showed greater varia- 
tion in incidence than the nonrespiratory disease group. For diseases 
of the respiratory system, the 1937 rate (56.9 cases per 1,000 males) 
exceeded that for 1936 by 36 percent and the 5-year average by 49 
percent. Diseases of the pharynx and tonsils, and ‘‘other respiratory 
diseases” occurred more frequently in the first half of.1937 than in the 
same part of either of the two earlier periods under consideration. 
The incidence of pneumonia has increased during the past 2 years. 
The rate for influenza based on the first 6 months of 1937 was approxi- 
mately 70 percent above the corresponding frequency in 1936 as well 
as 1932-36. Of the respiratory diseases, tuberculosis alone in 1937 
has thus far a favorable rate. 

Among diseases of the digestive system, an increase was recorded for 
appendicitis. The rate in 1937 was 4.6 cases per 1,000 males as com- 
pared with 4.3 for 1936 and 3.8 for the period 1932-36. 

For the three periods under comparison there was practically no 
change in the frequency of neuralgia, neuritis, and sciatica; neuras- 
thenia and the like; diseases of the heart, arteries, and nephritis; “other 
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genito-urinary”; and “all other diseases.” The rheumatic group of 
diseases decreased somewhat in the first 6 months of 1937 as compared 
with the previous years. 

In 1937 the frequency of cases diagnosed as “‘ill-defined and unknown 
causes” showed an increase over the frequency in 1936 and that for 
1932-36. 

As stated in previous reports these data were obtained from estab- 
lishments in various sections of the United States, the greater percent- 
age of them being located north of the Ohio and Potomac Rivers and 


east of the Mississippi. 


THE ASSOCIATION OF SCURVY WITH ORAL DISEASES 
By F. C. Capy, Dental Surgeon, United States Public Health Service 


The history (1) of scurvy is so dramatic and spectacular that it 
deserves some consideration in any discussion of the disease. Scurvy 
has played a prominent part in all wars from the campaigns of Caesar 
and the Crusades to the World War of 1914-18. Hippocrates refers 
to large numbers of men in the army who suffered from pain in the 
legs and gangrene of the gums. De Joinville, who accompanied the 
Crusaders in their invasion of Egypt under St. Louis in the middle 
of the thirteenth century, refers to the livid and spongy condition 
of the gums and describes how the barber-surgeons were forced to 
cut away the dead flesh from the teeth to enable the victims to mas- 
ticate their food. 

The colonists in the northern part of America were severely 
afflicted with scurvy, and the mortality was so high among the French 
during the rigorous Canadian winters that they frequently debated 
the wisdom of abandoning the settlement. 

Coming to more recent times we find that scurvy occurred exten- 
sively during the Crimean War, the American Civil War, the Franco- 
Prussian War, and the Russo-Japanese War. A Civil War report 
lists 30,700 cases of scurvy, with 383 deaths. The besieged in Paris 
during the Franco-Prussian War, and those at Port Arthur during 
the Russo-Japanese War, are known to have suffered severely from 
this malady. In the World War scurvy was prevalent in the armies 
of the East. In Mesopotamia it is credited with being one of the 
decisive factors in the surrender of the British at Kut-el-amara. 

The incidence of scurvy through the centuries has not been limited 
to the military forces. History records many outbreaks in prisons, 
asylums, poorhouses, and houses of correction. There is a long list 
of outbreaks of this disease at sea during the sailing-vessel days 
when voyages consumed long periods of time and fresh foods were 
not available. These outbreaks are recorded in history from Vasco 
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de Gama’s voyage to the East Indies via the Cape of Good Hope in 
1499 to a British Arctic expedition in 1877. 

It is possible, and desirable, to recall here only a few of the more 
important outbreaks of this scourge. For those who wish further 
information on the history of scurvy, an excellent review may be 
found in Hirsh’s Handbook of Geographical and Historical Pathology. 

Clinically, scurvy is characterized chiefly by ecchymosis, extrav- 
asation, and edema of the lower extremities (caused by subperio- 
steal hemorrhage) and by hemorrhage of the investing soft tissues 
of the teeth. The degree of the symptoms varies with the severity 
of the disease. Hemorrhage is the striking manifestation of the 
disease, and may extend to the organs. Though not completely 
understood, it is thought by many authorities that the hemorrhage 
is due to a mechanical weakness of the walls of the capillaries, per- 
mitting the mechanical escape of blood. This has been substantiated 
by the capillary resistance test. 

The etiology and symptomatology of scurvy are so well known that 
no discussion of these subjects will be given here. It is important, 
however, to emphasize the fact that the essential food element specific 
for this disease is contained in seasonable foodstuffs of comparatively 
high cost. Also the antiscorbutic vitamin C, or cevitamic acid, as it 
is now called, is the most sensitive and least stable of the important 
vitamins. It is highly sensitive to heat, oxidation, and drying. It is 
destroyed by ageing, particularly in an alkaline or neutral media. 
This accounts for its presence in canned tomato juice, which is acid. 

The paucity of the antiscorbutic vitamin in ordinary low-priced 
foodstuffs and its sensitivity to heating, drying, and ageing explain 
the high incidence of scurvy in armies, on ships at sea, and in institu- 
tions which of necessity were required to use prepared foods, since 
fresh fruits and vegetables were expensive and perishable. 

Although modern distribution and preservation of fresh foods have 
greatly reduced the incidence of severe cases of scurvy in a large part 
of the modern world, there is increasing evidence to support the con- 
viction that there continues to exist a high rate of subclinical scurvy. 
This is most evident among the low-income groups. 

It must be borne in mind that it takes from 4 to 6 months to produce 
a case of scurvy with definite clinical symptoms of hemorrhage. This 
is probably due to the fact that the vitamin C is stored in the body. 

O’Hara and Hauck (2) demonstrated this by a chemical titration 
method of urinary analysis. In a number of test cases they showed 
that the amount of vitamin C necessary to restore the tissues to satu- 
ration after 1 month of low intake ranged from 2,200 to 2,800 milli- 
grams. 

In 1931, Abassy, Harris, Ray, and Marrack (3) also demonstrated 
vitamin C subnutrition by urinary analysis. They found that, when 
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the daily excretion of cevitamic acid falls to 10 to 15 milligrams, or 
when a test dose of 700 mg fails to give a urinary test response the next 
day, the diet is not providing sufficient vitamin C. 

It is logical to believe that there are many people, particularly of the 
lower income groups, whose diet is below the minimal requirement of 
antiscorbutic foods. This condition, coupled with the fact that one 
of the early symptoms of the disease is spongy hemorrhagic gums, 
would lead one to associate subclinical scurvy with the high rate of 
gingivitis, stomatitis, and Vincent’s infection. 

Although sufficient reliable data are not at present available to 
prove this contention statistically, a well-controlled experiment and a 
few reports of sporadic outbreaks of oral diseases tend to support the 
hypothesis. 

At the Moose Lodge Orphanage, Mooseheart, Ill., Hanke, in 1930, 
conducted a nutritional experiment on over 300 children over a period 
of 2 years (4). These children were examined and observed for 1 
year on their regular diet, which was found to be adequate in respect 
to calories of protein, carbohydrate, and fat. At the end of the year, 
60.9 percent had gingivitis ranging from mild to severe. At the begin- 
ning of the second year this same group was given 1 pint of orange 
juice and the juice of one lemon daily in addition to their regular diet. 
All other factors remained the same as those which existed during the 
control year. At the end of the second year all but 19 percent were 
found to be normal or greatly improved. 

An epidemic of Vincent’s infection in the San Luis Valley of Colo- 
rado, in 1935, also showed a significant relationship to a possible 
dietary deficiency (6). The San Luis Valley comprises five counties 
in southwestern Colorado located on a high plateau between two 
mountain ranges. The altitude is high, the winters are long, and the 
summers short. The climatic condition is not favorable to the produc- 
tion of fruits and vegetables, and a large percentage of the population 
is Mexican, of the peon class. Fresh foods are scarce and expensive. 
A mouth infection occurred among these people of such proportions 
that the Colorado State Health Department appealed to the Red 
Cross for assistance. The Red Cross, in cooperation with the Colorado 
State Dental Society, sent nurses and dentists into the valley to handle 
the situation. Out of 9,400 examinations, over 3,700 positive cases 
of Vincent’s infection were diagnosed by combined clinical and micro- 
scopical examination—a morbidity rate of 40 percent. 

The following is an interesting quotation from a report of this out- 
break published in the Journal of the American Dental Association by 
the dentist in charge of the group: ‘‘Many were suffering from malnu- 
trition resulting perhaps from lack of dairy products, fresh vegetables, 
and fruits. About 80 percent of the malnourished were affected. It 
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seems that a deficiency diet renders one more susceptible to Vincent’s 
infection, and an adequate diet is a great aid in treatment.” 

McCollum (6), Howe (7), Mellanby (8), and others reported by 
McCollum (6) have produced definite lesions of the dental investing 
tissues in rats and monkeys with scorbutic diets which closely resem- 
bled the degenerative diseases of the human mouth. Conditions which 
I have found in recent years among the American Indians of the South- 
west (9) were similar to those found in the San Luis Valley. Belding 
and Belding (10), Hanke (4), Kirkpatrick (11), and Penta (12) noted 
similar conditions in other groups. In fact, there is increasing evidence 
that the field for an ever increasing amount of oral disease has been 
prepared by our ancient and venerable enemy—scurvy. 


SUMMARY 


1. Epidemics of severe types of scurvy are preventable as the result 
of a better understanding of the disease and better distribution and 
preservation of the foods which contain the specific element for preven- 
tion. 

2. Three important factors are largely responsible for the scarcity of 
the essential vitamin in the ordinary dietary; namely, instability to 
heat, drying, and oxidation. 

3. The scarcity of foods containing vitamin C in certain seasons 
and in certain climates and the high cost of these foods support the 
contention that there probably are many people whose diet does not 
contain the minimum amount of vitamin C to maintain good health. 

4. The high incidence of diseases of the dental investing tissues 
among the poor, and the fact that these conditions are allied so closely 
to the symptoms of scurvy lend credence to the opinion that there is 
an association between subclinical scurvy and gingivitis and Vincent’s 
infection, and that some of these diseases may be superimposed as a 
secondary invader upon a subclinical gingival scurvy. This conten- 
tion is supported by group studies and surveys of sections of the 
population whose diet is low in antiscorbutic foods. : 

5. There is need for careful epidemiological investigation of Vin- 
cent’s infection, which has been on the increase since the depression. 
A careful study of dietary deficiency as it relates to this disease might 
reveal new factors in its etiology. 
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KENTUCKY’S PLAN FOR PUBLIC HEALTH EDUCATION 


By A. T. McCormack, M. D., State Commissioner of Health, and Resa F. Harris, 
M. A., Associate Director, Bureau of Public Health Education, Kentucky Sta‘e 


Department of Health 


Since approximately 70 percent of all public health work has its 
basis in education, it becomes imperative that more time and thought 
be given to a well-organized plan of public health education. Social 
Security funds have enabled the Kentucky State Department of 
Health to set up such a functioning plan. 

This plan is based on the point of view that public health is con- 
cerned not only with saving lives of human beings, but also with guid- 
ing them to learn how to live healthfully and effectively in their daily 
environments. This guidance becomes more effective with the under- 
standing of the facts that specific health problems arise within certain 
age groupings, and that health hazards exist under certain environ- 
mental conditions. In the infant and preschool period of life, for ex- 
ample, enteritis takes its greatest toll. From the public health ap- 
proach, it is not only that the disease be attacked, but attention must 
be given to the guidance of parents as they react to the child and the 
family in the varied environments in which they live. Such consider- 
ation will aid the parents to lead the child safely through this health 
hazard. Education is the key to this guidance. 

Kentucky’s new plan of public health education, therefore, is based 
not upon artificial publicity devices, but upon a better understanding 
of the health needs of human beings in the various age groupings as they 
react to each other within the respective environments in which they 
live. This will be recognized as the ecological approach to public 
health education. 
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The first step toward the application of this approach is an efficient 
corps of public health workers who render all services in an educative 
way; for, whether it be through emotional appeal or reasoning, the 
activity or procedure in itself provides the greatest possibility for 
catching the attention and thereby places the individual or group in a 
receptive frame of mind for the operation of the learning processes. 
In other words, a community of both adults and children will under- 
stand more readily the values of a safe milk supply if facts concerning 
its own present supply, and the inherent dangers, are presented for 
study and discussion at the time the community leaders are planning 
changes or improvements in such supply. The public health leaders, 
themselves, must continue to learn about the newer scientific facts 
concerning a community’s milk supply and understand how to inter- 
pret its values to individuals and groups. A parent will understand 
more readily the value of protecting his child from tuberculosis if 
someone presents to him, in language he can understand, facts con- 
cerning the disease, when the examinations and tests for tuberculosis 
are being given to his child. The person who renders this service must 
continue to learn the newer information concerning tuberculosis and 
be able to interpret this information to the parent and child. 

That the activities and procedures involved in the generalized 
program of public health in Kentucky may become forces for education 
in the lives of her people, the Kentucky plan for public health educa- 
tion, cooperatively formulated by all members of the State Depart- 
ment of Health staff, begins with the continued learning, or in-service 
education, by the two major groups of people who are actively en- 
gaged in public health work: namely, (1) The administrative and staff 
members of the State Department of Health, and (2) personnel of the 
cooperating county and city health departments. 

Through these two major coordinated groups, the plan extends to 
the leaders of the organized forces for social betterment and to the 
public in general within the State and various local communities; for 
it is that group of workers—public health physicians, public health 
nurses and sanitary instructors—who are charged with the responsi- 
bility of bringing to a greater number of leaders in all phases of social 
betterment—health, welfare, education, religion, social economics, as 
well as farm and labor organizations, women’s clubs, and bar asso- 
ciations—a better understanding of the values of public health 
protection. 
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THE FUNCTIONING PLAN 


Three committees, appointed from the staff members of the State 
department of health by the State health commissioner, have set up 
procedures for a functioning plan of continued learning by the per- 
sonnel of the above-named groups. The committees and their 
functions are as follows: 


ComMMITTEE ON CONTINUED LEARNING BY STATE STAFF 


The functions of this committee are to— 


1. Map out plans, to be given to all staff members, for an annual 
program of weekly staff conferences. That these conferences may be 
of educational value, the program is based on the major whore 
which will be undertaken during the year by the State Department 
of Health and cooperating county health units. A period of 1 month 
is assigned to each bureau director. The program for each meeting 
is formulated around the following general statements concerning the 
topic or problem for discussion: 


a) State specifically the problem to be presented to the group. 
tS Give, briefly, any new scientific facts in relation to the cause, 
diagnosis, prevention and treatment of this specific 
problem. Suggest, in connection with these facts, any 
reading references which may be helpful to staff members. 
(c) Give, briefly, the administrative plan for attacking this 
problem Meer Fase the State by— 
The State department personnel; 
County health unit personnel. 
(d) Indicate what records and reports, which apply to this 
problem, are being kept by local and State personnel. 
(e) Explain the plan for educational work concerning this 
roblem that has been set up with the professional public 
health workers and with allied groups. 


The remainder of the meeting is devoted to group discussions and 
reports of how staff members of other bureaus may participate in any 
or all phases of the work to carry forward the plan under consider- 
ation. 

Further functions of this committee on continued learning by State 
staff are as follows: 


2. Organize and set up plans for the use of a professional reference 
library within the State office building. The nucleus for this library 
is the best books and pamphlets on all phases of medical science, 
maternal hygiene, child care, public health nursing, sanitation, etc., 


which are now located in the various offices of staff members. For 
additional publications, each member of the staff has agreed to con- 
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tribute to this library at least one reference book per year, and sub- 
scribe to at least one professional periodical, which shall be bound by 
the State and kept for permanent reference. 

3. Organize plans for instructing adequately the —oe public 
health students, and other out-of-the-State visitors, as to public 


health administration in Kentuc 
4. Set up policies for State s ‘members’ attendance and reports 
of meetings of national professional organizations. 


Committee oN ConTINvED LEARNING By County UNIT PERSONNEL 


The functions of this committee are to— 


1. Set u licies, and organize, on an annual basis, plans for the 
meetings of the eight district public health study groups, which meet 
every 2 months. When mapping out the annual plan, this commit- 
tee meets with the program ¢ an of each district and sets up for 
the year’s study three or four outstanding issues, based on age group- 
ings, which shall be undertaken throughout the year by the State 
and local departments. The program committee of each individual 
district then builds its fate program around these major group- 
ings, using the members of its own district conference group. The 
following general policy governs the organization of the 1-day pro- 
grams for each meeting. 

For two hours in the morning, the general meeting, composed of 
health officers, public health nurses, and sanitary instructors, is de- 
voted largely to three aspects of the problem under discussion, namely, 

Newer scientific information; 
Records for the evaluation of results; 
Public health education aspects. 

The afternoon session is divided into three round-table group dis- 
cussions—health officers, public health nurses, and sanitary instructors. 
For each of these round tables, a permanent chairman from the State 
staff is appointed to serve for a year. The round-table groups are 
organized in advance on the “group-study” plan, and the topics for 
study and discussion are based on the issue of the ene morning 
meeting. 

A mimeographed plan, containing the list of major problems selected 
for general meetings and group discussions, a statement of policies 
concerning program making, and the outlined program of each dis- 
trict, together with designated round-table group leaders, is made 
available to all State and county staff members. 

Further functions of the committee on continued learning by 
county unit personnel are as follows: 

2. Organize, on an educational basis, the annual school for health 
— which is held each spring in Louisville. 

anize and direct plans for educational scholarships from the 


Rockefe ler Foundation pa the Social Security funds for the continued 
study of health officers, public health nurses, and sanitary instructors. 
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4. Serve in an advisory capacity to the State university-em problems 
concerning the school of public health. 

5. Stimulate and encourage each county health officer to continue 
staff conferences and set up professional reference libraries within each 


county health department. 
CommITTEE ON CONTINUED LEARNING BY THE ALLIED Groups 


The third committee of State department of health staff members 
works with State leaders of organized allied groups, such as— 

Those actively engaged in the field of medical science—private 
practicing physicians, dentists, nurses. 

Those actively engaged in general education—educational leaders 
university and college administrators and instructors—public-school 


administrators. 
Those actively engaged in social-welfare work—State leaders in 


social work. | ‘ 
Those actively engaged in the governmental and economic phases 


of human welfare—the executive, legislative, and judicial bodies. 
Those actively engaged in religious work—ministerial groups— 
educational leaders. 
Those actively engaged voluntarily in civic leadership—civic clubs, 
parent-teacher associations, farm bureaus, labor organizations and 


women’s clubs. 

The functions of this committee are to: 

1. Meet with leaders of the various groups and organizations, as 
the needs arise, to map out plans for encouraging their personnel to 
study certain phases of public health which may have a direct rela- 


tion to their work. 
2. Make plans for the members in the various groups to publish 


timely articles on some phase of public health in the house organs or 
professional publications of their respective groups. 
3. Provide leaders for local study groups and speakers for general 


State meetings. 
4. Check all printed matter issued by the State department of 


health as to its scientific accuracy. 

5. Recommend, to groups ro amy g 3 it, authentic public health 
reference books for their professional libraries. 

Each of the above-named committees works out, on an annual 
basis, specific plans for each of its functions. These plans are mimeo- 
graphed and made available to all members of the State staff and to 
all other groups immediately concerned. 

Each committee keeps a progress report of all activities, with an 
annual evaluation of results accomplished. Such reports are sub- 
mitted to the State commissioner of health and made available to all 
staff members. 

Each year the plan, with the progress reports of all committees, 
will be studied by the State commissioner of health and all staff 
members, and changes made to meet the existing needs. - 
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With the State plan as a nucleus, each of the cooperating county 
and city health departments will be guided to develop, within their 
respective areas, a functioning plan of public health education, based 
on services rendered, to meet the health needs of their communities. 


SUMMARY AND EVALUATION OF RESULTS TO DATE 


This State-wide plan for public health education, based upon the 
health needs of the various age groups, and built around the in-service 
education of the leaders in public health and social betterment, has 
been in operation in Kentucky for less than 6 months. Of the three 
committees, the committee on continued learning by county unit 
personnel is actually functioning. Under the leadership of this com- 
mittee, the 8 district public health study groups have been meeting 
regularly. In each of these groups there is marked evidence of grow- 
ing interest in the general discussions. Papers presented show in- 
creased study and reading. A greater variety in ways of presenting 
the topic is shown through the use of graphs, demonstrations, and 
visual aids. Round table discussions show an expanding interest in 
the problems, and a desire on the part of all members for further 
study and discussion. 

The other two committees involved in the plan are collecting data 
to be used as the basis for their functions. 

Since the plan is a flexible one, changes will be made, as experience 
may indicate, to meet changing situations. 


VACCINATION AGAINST BUBONIC PLAGUE IN MADAGASCAR 


A recently published report ' indicates that a vaccine (E. V.) pre- 
pared by the Pasteur Institute of Tananarive has been found efficacious 
in the campaign against bubonic plague in Madagascar. It is stated 
that the number of cases of p!ague reported has been reduced during the 
3-year vaccination campaign by more than 50 percent, the annual 
number of cases dropping from 3,605 to 1,376. In 1933, the first year 
in which the new vaccine was used, 12,000 injections were given, while 
over 600,000 were reported in the 1936-37 campaign. In certain 
cantons, 85 to 90 percent of the inhabitants were vaccinated. It is 
reported that the number stricken with the disease was 5 to 10 times 
greater in unvaccinated persons than in those vaccinated. 

! La Journée Industrielle, Sept. 29, 1937. 
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DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED OCT. 9, 1937 


[From the Weekly Health Index, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce} 























Correspond- 
Week ended 
ing week, 
Oct. 9, 1987 1936 
Data from 86 large cities of the United States: 
pe | RE RTF Lee 7, 928 7, 885 
NS ae a ae ra a me of ee ee 
RR ae 346, 661 346, 420 
Deaths under 1 year of age........-...-.22-2----2-----eeee-- ee e-------- 465 619 
fi ia cei aa semnnitiiigindihamcasanmianpine | 
Deaths under 1 year of age, first 40 weeks of year... 4 22, 300 22, 307 
Data from industrial insurance companies: 
OS SS ESE PE TE ae WE PPE E SEES PS eee eee ee 69, 936, 909 395 
EEE LE LE ELE LODE 11, 764 10, 839 
Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate__...........--.....-. 8.8 : 1 
9.9 .9 


Death claims per 1,000 policies, first 40 weeks of year, annual rate_______- 


























PREVALENCE OF DISEASE 





No health department, State or local, can effectively prevent or control disease without 


knowledg 





UNITED STATES 





CURRENT WEEKLY STATE REPORTS 


These reports are preliminary, and the figures are subject to change when later returns are received by the 


State health officers. 


¢ of when, where, and under what conditions cases are occurring 


In these and the following tables a zero (0) is to be interpreted to mean that no cases or deaths occurred, 
while leaders (.....- ) indicate that cases or deaths may have occurred, although none was reported. 


Cases of certain communicable diseases reported by telegraph by State health officers for 
weeks ended Oct. 16, 1937, and Oct. 17, 1936 






















































































Meningococcus 
Diphtheria Influenza Measles meningitis 
Division end State Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week 
ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended 
Oct. 16,| Oct. 17,) Oct. 16,) Oct. 17,| Oct. 16, Oct. 17,) Oct. 16,| Oct. 17, 
1937 1936 1937 1 1937 1936 1937 1936 
New poset States: 
Pian concaghe a | ae 1 | = a 1 0 
New. anes SSO CEOS Me 15 2 0 0 
., | _ SeeRaenecesraemaeder” ~’: _ | SSSR Geers Ese > Dnndoasen 0 0 
SS eee 1 | ee See 20 68 2 1 
Rhode Island 1 ft ees eee 2 1 0 1 
EEE 7 5 SR AE 3 2 8 1 1 
Middle Atlantic States: 

EE 21 17 18 113 141 55 a x 
SL cath ne neendamndeduet uv 17 8 10 62 33 0 0 
TT 30 | ee Save wl 26 3 4 

East North Central States: 
Ohio... .. eau ms 65 45 22 29 222 s 4 7 
Indiana. 18 40 26 22 18 1 2 5 
Tllinois_... ll 35 24 1 10 59° il 5 2 
se a = 33 5 2 2 26 ly 2 1 
Fd a EA s 6 25 27 21 10 0 0 

West Nocth th Central States: 

innesota.-.. ll 13 1 4 2 10 0 3 
| eee 1 js Di canniele 3 0 2 
Missouri... 43 29 39 7 57 1 1 1 
North Dakota D Mresnenain 3) ae ae 1 0 0 
SS EF SS  § Ses SO cae 1 0 1 
ee 3 nee SEES 4 1 0 1 

einai 5 7 | econ 4 1 0 0 

South “atlantic States: 
Delaware............. natebetawed , re a ee AS ew a 0 
Mary —~D Bes, ECE 7 21 10 10 3 4 3 2 
District of Columbia............ 6 6 | ee 1 3 2 0 

irginia.... J 61 | SE Saree 20 6 5 9 
_ Sear 35 40 10 19 at Eteiseond 2 0 
North Carolina # 4............... 125 149 6 4 60 7 1 1 
South Carolina 24 5 114 98 6 1 1 0 

Re. 48 | OE: es Coe 3 1 
Florida.... 19 F inednaeas 3 Y lesonnaad 1 0 
See footnotes at end of table. 
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weeks ended Oct. 16, 1937, and Oct. 17, 1986—Continued 





State health officers for 



















































































Diphtheria Influenza Measles Se 
Division end State Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week 
ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended 
Oct. 16,) Oct. 17,| Oct. 16,) Oct. 17,| Oct. 16,| Oct. 17,| Oct. 16,| Oct. 17, 
1937 1 1937 1936 1937 1936 1937 1936 
East South Central States: 
ony va Re Ae ee Ener eer 26 7 1 9 40 3 1 2 
Tennessee __ : 26 65 22 18 30 3 3 2 
| SARC RRERR EERE 43 35 23 26 tS ees 2 2 
| SER 14 SEA SS EE a SE RESE 1 0 
West South Central States 
Ser 38 8 20 (a ae 0 0 
NN EERE 23 20 10 _ f Shore: 3 0 1 
 — ~~) eer 24 10 14 49 3 8 0 0 
I 58 57 210 123 18 3 1 2 
Mountain States. 
ns pdeeattinitnamditiinidemienenebnes 1 26 37 22 1 0 0 
RES ES ?{ 8 1 7 67 0 0 
Wyoming -- + See itm & See eee 3 1 1 0 
Colorado. _.. a 6 Sees Mee 13 2 0 2 
I... neunncenensnn 2 a 4 14 21 0 0 
Pi i as a RTE Real Lilt hte 5 5 Cela 34 _ } ee 0 2 
| AE SES “ect? 3 1 J 48 1 0 0 
Pacific States: 
Sinn odnebaninamnmepabe © Siiscotione , eE 6 5 0 0 
AE Te Eat He ee 2 13 20 4 7 0 0 
California ‘ 34 49 24 14 28 16 1 3 
Total___. “ 932 883 649 705 1, 376 422 57 67 
First 41 weeks of year_............-- 18, 651 | 19, 321 [278, 058 142, 935 |247, 694 |270,090 | 4,605 | 6,346 
Typhoid and 
Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever Smallpox paratyphoid 
fevers 
Division and State Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week 
ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended 
Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. 
16, 1937 | 17, 1936 | 16, 1937 | 17, 1936 | 16, 1937 | 17, 1936 | 16, 1937 | 17, 1936 
New t Bagend States: 
8 1 8 15 0 0 u 0 
2 1 2 7 0 0 0 0 
0 ae 2 0 0 0 0 
5 2 65 72 0 0 1 4 
1 0 9 17 0 0 0 0 
7 1 23 15 0 0 0 1 
20 14 139 153 0 0 22 25 
10 0 35 34 0 0 3 3 
7 8 165 177 0 0 27 43 
18 45 333 185 2 0 22 16 
3 3 122 59 2 1 3 1 
16 53 192 177 4 1 24 7 
13 ll 280 164 0 0 13 14 
26 3 8&4 126 1 1 1 1 
20 2 46 45 0 10 0 0 
ll 7 63 66 3 8 10 4 
10 s 153 57 1 0 26 23 
0 4 26 19 2 ll 1 3 
0 0 14 21 0 2 1 1 
Nebraska.... 5 1 i) 24 0 1 1 0 
“US a ae if] 1 89 40 1 3 4 2 
Bouth Atlantic States: 
Toles a RR SP ee 0 0 ll 4 0 0 1 1 
| PRR re yee 2 3 27 39 0 (,) 4 W 
Distriet of Columbia............ 2 0 8 6 0 0 1 0 
, “RRA RS get ERIE 2 1 85 21 0 0 13 24 
West Virginia__................-. 1 8 84 80 0 0 c) 14 
North Carolina # ¢_............-. 3 2 bu 88 1 0 6 S] 
South Carolina_ 0 5 10 9 0 0 ll 6 
Georgia 4. ._.- 2 1 29 15 0 0 ll 28 
EE iiscunusbabiindnabesenwels 1 3 y 2 0 0 8 1 








Bee footnote at end of table. 
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weeks ended Oct. 16, 1937, and Oct. 17, 1986—Continued 
Typhoid and 
Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever Smal)pox paratyphoid 
fevers 
Division and State 
Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week | Week 
ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended | ended 
Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct Oct. Oct. Oct. Oct. 
16, 1937 | 17, 1936 | 16, 1937 | 17, 1936 | 16, 1937 | 17, 1936 | 16, 1937 | 17, 1936 
East South Central States: 
DR ancntepeendetisiantaceen 1 4 55 53 1 0 20 26 
Tennessee. ial 3 8 33 65 12 0 24 14 
Alabama s line 2 5 15 33 8 0 5 18 
|) EA 8 4 13 18 vv 0 5 7 
West South + States 
BI ncsiiin dn daisieeaaidetuinnne 3 a 15 6 0 0 ll 7 
4 ee 1 1 8 ) 0 0 7 16 
Oklahoma aa 10 0 40 5 0 0 27 26 
\. _» eS SN 21 1 53 20 0 0 41 15 
Mountain States: 
Montana — 2 0 9 33 13 31 12 2 
SIN itis hcnecnshiaieibntnaibenininindiatl 0 3 19 37 5 2 4 1 
I i a 0 0 5 6 0 1 1 0 
Co De cinnecenemesnananent 12 1 16 16 0 5 3 1 
ee 2 2 ll 14 0 0 14 16 
NE iciiniadiadtiniateiiniieaiisincivatiid 2 0 5 7 1 0 3 4 
Utah 2... nad 3 0 38 13 9 0 0 0 
Pacific States: 
— Ee a 4 0 30 39 6 1 2 6 
ea eaninelepinesiemeiniieitiibendl 3 +t 25 15 8 0 0 4 
California icnbishithabshwheenewad 25 13 123 149 2 0 9 a) 
0 ee 306 246 | 2,668 2, 277 82 78 415 412 
First 41 weeks of year...............- 8,433 | 3,337 [177,500 |189,905 | 8,456 | 6,224 | 12,636 | 11,749 





























1 New York City only. 
2 Week ended earlier than Saturday. 


* Rocky Mountain spotted fever, wou ended Oct. 16, 1937, North Carolina, 1 case. 
4‘ Typhus fever, week ended Oct. a, 1937, 48 cases, as follows: North Carolina, 2; Georgia, 21; Alabama, 


13; Louisiana, 2; Texas, 9; California, 


Y Figures for 1936 are exclusive of Gx iahoma City and Tulsa. 


SUMMARY OF MONTHLY REPORTS FROM STATES 


The following summary of cases reported monthly by States is published weekly and covers only those 
States from which reports are received during the current week: 








Menin- 
BOCOe | Hipn- | Influ-| Mala-| Mea-| Pel- | P| scariet | Small-| _T9- 
8 r 
tate a. 5 theria | enza | ria | sles | lagra Tits. fever | pox _ 
gitis 
1987 
New Hampshire. 
Se 0 1 a Se ee 0 57 0 0 
OE 0 1 | ee eee eee 0 56 0 0 
) eee 0 1 | See ae ee 0 88 aa 
[ ne | ee es Se. Pee 0 52 0 0 
_ Sees | ae CEE AORTA: BER Maen 0 66 0 1 
| ROE TSR: | RES SA BOSE eee A ee a 0 35 0 3 
September 1987 
RI ccncciiaminiinial 7 116 238 839 g 15 15 63 2 47 
pT SRY AEE, VITRO! 4 | ore | as 3 30 15 10 
ROMER 2 8| 6 2 9 earner 118] 133 5 20 
New Jersey............- 4 36 27 7 4 Sener 68 | ae 47 
New Mexico. .._.......- 0 14 2 6 18 1 5 23 0 61 
North Carolina......... 7 357 2 313 v4 45 12 184 1 64 
y  —a = | eS Reese | ae 16 27 1 4 
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September 1987 


3= 


New Jersey. -....-....-. 
New Mexico. . 
North Carolina......... 
Wyoming 
Conjunetivits 


= 


New Mexico...-------- 
Dysentery 
Alahome (amoebic) .... 
Iowa (bacillary)-....... 
New Jersey (amoebic)... 
New Mexico (amoebic) - 
New Mexico (bacillary) 
ar Mexico (unspeci- 


One wre Whoo 


eo && 


Iowa... 
German measles: 


ae 
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September 1937—Continued September 1987—Continued 
German measels—Contd. ©S®5 | Tetanus: Cases 
North Carolina......... 7 Alabama_.............. 4 
ng PEAT 3 New Jersey. ......cccce 1 
mes: Trachoma: 
ED. ocovintsadcoue 30 OtRG... ..sé<ontesonias 8 
A RSS 7 New Jersey.......-<ccce 2 
ES Seas 27 | Trichinosis: 
New Jersey. -........... 105 New Jersey_.....-..... 1 
Lae — pentane 4 | Tularaemia: 
s daalaciieshtilinianeih 12 DEGIO... .cianasttiniie 2 
Ophthalmias neonatorum: New Mexico. ........-. 1 
New Jersey -........ -- 16) Typhus 4 
North Carolina_........ 2 pe a oe 
Paratyphoid fever: North Contin 4 
New Jersey. _.-......... 1} Undulant fever: 
New Mexico._.-........ 2 [=e 3 
North Carolina_........ 2 EEE OS - 11 
Puer, septicemia: New Jersey ............ 2 
New Mexico. .......... 2 North Carolina......... 4 
Rabies in animals: S| EET 1 
SO eee 75 | Vincent’s infection: 
New Jersey-_....-...--- 6 ee 1 
Rocky Mountain spotted Whooping cough 
fever: CO ER at 95 
New Jersey. ........... 1 NOE, . cocccumusuanalaits 55 
North Carolina_........ 3 ee 161 
Septic sore throat: New Jersey.-.......... 330 
(Sees 5 New Mexico__......... 59 
“Cae 1 North Carolina_........ 483 
New Mexico-_-- 4 Wyetting....cccnsns 
North Carolina 12 
FRIEEEL nheccvenbean 5 





PLAGUE INFECTION IN CALIFORNIA 


Dr. W. M. Dickie, director of public health of California, under 
dates of October 7 and October 14, 1937, stated that plague infection 
had been demonstrated in pools of fleas and in pooled tissue and organs 
taken from rodents in California as follows 

Fresno County.—A pool of 111 fleas from 27 fisheri squirrels, 84 fleas 
from 151 golden mantled squirrels, 48 fleas from 139 chipmunks, and 
27 fleas from 10 chickaree (red) squirrels, received at the State de- 
partment of health laboratory on September 21; a pool of 48 fleas 
from 139 chipmunks and 11 fleas from 17 chipmunks collected on 
September 20; a pool of organs from 3 beecheyi squirrels shot on Sep- 
tember 14; and a pool of organs from 9 golden mantled squirrels 


collected October 2. 


Placer County.—Pooled tissue from 7 beecheyi squirrels, 5 chip- 
munks, 2 wood rats, 2 alerandrinus rats, and 3 golden mantled squirrels 
received at the laboratory on October 1. 
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WEEKLY REPORTS FROM CITIES 


City reports for week ended Oct. 9, 1937 


This table summarizes the reports received weekly from a selected list of 140 cities for the purpose of 
Geeks a cross section of the current urban incidence of the communicable diseases listed in the table. 
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eekly reports are from about 700 cities, from which the data are tabulated and filed for reference. 
Diph-| Influenza | Mea-| Pneu-| SC! | sinall-(Tubor-| ,3;q | ROP” Deaths, 
State and city | theria sles | monia| seyer | POX |culosis on a" all 
CASS | Cases! Deaths! °5°5 deaths cases | °25°S deaths cases | cases | CaUSeS 
Data for 90 cities: 
5-year ave’ heal 109 22 13 376 645 6 349 79 | 
Current A a 53 13 272 422 595 2 316 57  , Sa 
Maine: 
Portland_-_-.... | 0 0 0 0 1 tt) 5 19 
New Hampshire 
Concord.......- RS 0 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
Manchester... | ee 0 0 3 0 0 1 0 0 19 
Nashua. -..-.... | SS Sa ) 0 | 0 0 8 
Vermont: : 
| ae | See 0 4 2 1 0 0 0 0 5 
Burlington. .... OP Ritieicies 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 6 
Rutland........ _) ee 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 6 
Massachusetts 
Bestes......... OEnccoud 0 6 17 17 0 7 2 12 190 
Fall River_..... 2 i dee 0 0 2 0 0 3 0 14 25 
Springfield..... | 0 0 2 3 0 1 0 15 23 
orcester...... ete 0 0 5 0 0 1 0 0 44 
Rhode Island: 
Pawtucket__..- |) 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 ll 
Providence_-..-. 0 1 0 0 3 6 0 3 0 15 61 
Connecticut: 
Bridgeport... _- | eee 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 22 
Hartford -...... |) ae 0 0 2 4 0 1 1 1 39 
New Haven.-_.- | a 0 1 5 3 0 0 2 2 42 
New York 
Buffalo._....... a 0 3 14 6 0 0 0 10 127 
New York...... 24 10 3 13 65 30 0 78 15 130 1, 403 
Rochester. ....- 0 2 0 1 7 0 0 2 0 5 7 
Syracuse-_-...... _ | ae 0 0 7 1 0 1 0 16 49 
New Jersey: 
Camden.......-. , =r 0 0 3 1 0 0 1 0 38 
Newark........ |; 0 1 4 4 0 5 1 13 97 
Trenton_-....... jf EER 0 21 2 1 6 4 0 3 34 
Pennsylvania: 
Philadelphia... 8 3 1 5 22 33 0 19 6 44 452 
Pittsburgh... 0 4 0 42 19 21 0 7 0 18 162 
Reading.......- | er 0 l 2 0 0 0 0 0 26 
Scranton....... _)} ee See |, eae 3 |) a 0 So Ditantsdein 
Ohio: 
Cincinnati_..... ) 0 3 9 20 0 9 2 19 135 
Cleveland.....- 0 3 0 31 19 30 0 9 0 28 199 
Columbus...... 2 1 1 1 2 12 0 3 0 4 81 
DOO ccssenes tees 0 0 5 rt) 0 2 4 15 62 
Indiana: 
Anderson_...... ) as 0 0 2 5 0 .0 0 5 » 
Fort Wayne...- ) 0 0 3 0 0 3 tH 0 22 
Indianapolis__-- y Soke 0 1 ll 12 0 3 0 7 99 
South Bend_..- | re 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 18 
Terre Haute... i eee 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 18 
Illinois: 
ABGB.......<c<n- O hiccous 0 6 0 2 0 0 0 0 8 
Chicago. ....... 6 4 0 15 26 46 0 34 1 35 668 
“aaa |) eee 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 ll 
Moline. -........ | em 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 3 14 
Springfield. .... ae. 0 0 2 4 0 0 0 1 19 
Michigan: 
Detroit......... 9 2 2 17 15 62 0 11 2 37 252 
IESE: | Sows 0 0 3 13 0 0 0 4 20 
_ Grand Rapids-. | Saas: 0 4 2 12 0 1 0 5 36 
Wisconsin: 
Kenosha_....-- O Bae 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 10 
Madison_...... |) ene 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 10 19 
Milwaukee_.... ), 0 14 5 ll 0 2 0 45 90 
Racine. _....... O Rsiene 0 2 0 3 0 0 0 6 13 
Superior_....... O Renance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
and 


1 Figures for Wilmington, N. C., Galveston, Tex., Boise, Idaho, 


reports not received. 








Los Angeles, Calif., estimated: 
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October 29, 1937 
Cily reports for week ended Oct. 9, 1987—Continued 
Influenza Ty- |Whoop- 
Diph- Mea- | Pneu- Small-|Tuber- Deaths, 
State and city | theria sles jmonia| ,J¢t | pox |culosis| Phoid m % all 
CASS | Cases Deaths! “88S |deaths) —o.4. | cases deaths (1.0. | eases | Causes 
Minnesota: 
eae 0 1 0 0 1 0 3 0 q 2h 
Minneapolis_._- E iesmese 0 1 0 13 0 1 0 12 90 
SS | ee 0 1 y 1 0 1 0 4 57 
Iowa: 
Cedar Rapids_-. 0 Oh ccotce 0 oe 
Davenport. -.-.- 0 | Eee 0 | om 
Des Moines... 2 | 0 0 34 
Sioux City..... 6 D Rivccsen 0 Se i.s... 
Waterloo. _..... 3 | 0 D Gistiabene 
Missouri: 
Kansas City.... g 0 6 0 0 92 
St. Joseph_....- 5 0 1 0 0 30 
St. Louis_-....- 40 1 3 1 8 177 
North Dakota: 
eS 1 0 1 0 11 8g 
Grand Forks... 3 | oe, 0 | eae 
| eee 0 0 0 0 0 Q 
Bouth Dakota: 
Aberdeen_...... + | ee 0 | 
Sioux Falls....-. 0 0 0 0 0 8 
Nebraska: 
Omaha......... 1 0 0 0 0 61 
sas: 
Lawrence....... 0 0 0 0 1 5 
Topeka......... 2 0 0 1 1 10 
Wichita. ....... 7 0 0 0 5 20 
Delaware: 
Wilmington-_.. | es 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 26 
land: 
altimore...... 3 3 1 2 q 12 0 5 3 61 192 
Cumberland... =n 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 0 16 
Frederick _...... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
at « of Colum- 
a: 
Washington__.. 4 0 1 5 9 0 7 1 3 142 
Virginia: 
Lynchburg..-.-. ) ae 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 6 
Norfolk_........ | eee 0 1 2 2 0 4 0 0 29 
Richmond.-_...- _ 3 eae 1 0 6 4 0 1 0 0 53 
R ees B hncesde 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 3 16 
West Virginia: 
Charleston..... DT onccsll 0 0 1 2 0 1 0 0 16 
Huntington... |; a ee © Edeectiod 4 © beeen 0 a 
Wheeling....... , Gee 0 1 1 2 0 1 0 3 22 
North Carolina: 
Gastonia. -...... | es a: ; = 0 | = 0 DO iakceiue 
— eee: _) eas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Winston-Salem_ _f aes 0 0 3 5 0 0 0 & 15 
South Carolina: 
Charleston..... 0 4 0 0 6 2 0 1 1 0 33 
Florence_....... |; eee 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 14 
Greenville...... a 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 5 
Georgia: 
Atlanta_........ 6 6 0 1 0 17 0 1 1 0 71 
Brunswick... ... | ee. 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Savannah...... 3 1 1 0 2 0 0 1 0 0 29 
Florida: 
ae _ —_— 0 2 5 1 0 1 1 0 41 
| 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 25 
Kentucky: 
Covington_..... SSR 0 0 5 1 0 0 0 0 19 
Lexington......  y ee 0 2 2 0 0 1 0 0 21 
Louisville. ....-. 6 2 0 5 6 17 0 1 i 8 54 
Tennessee: 
Knoxville. ..... | ae 0 0 8 6 0 8 0 0 87 
Memphis_.....-| |, ew’ 0 2 1 ‘ 0 6 1 7 69 
Nashville......-| 2 0 0 4 0 8 1 0 44 
labama: 
Birmingham... 7 2 0 0 6 1 0 1 0 1 75 
Mobile__....... | eee 0 0 2 1 0 1 0 0 19 
Montgomery... 1 0 ticscend 0 0 Lccsces 0 Oh ccasbes 
Ss: 
Fort Smith..... 0 0 f —- 0 — 
Little Rock_.... 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
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City reports for week ended Oct. 9, 1937—-Continued 








Diph-| _Tnfvenza | Mea- | Pneu-| S98" | Small-|Tuber-| 73: |WOOP-| neaths, 
State and city | theria sles | monia fever | POx |culosis fever | cough all 


CaseS | Cases| Deaths! °#5¢S [deaths (2.5, | cases jdeaths) oso. | cases | Causes 














0 0 0 0 0 0 s 
0 8 1 6 0 2 86 
0 0 0 0 0 2 10 
New Mexico: 
Albuquerque._- 4 a 0 4 0 2 0 3 0 0 12 
Salt Lake City. |, a 0 2 2 6 0 1 1 Q 37 
Washington: 
Seattle. ........ | ae 0 2 2 § 0 5 0 5 Ku 
Spokane........ | Seer 0 1 1 8 0 0 0 2 36 
Tacoma... , 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 10 25 
Oregon: 
Portland......- _ 1 3 2 1 0 2 0 2 90 
| aaa 0 EB dncteueed ee 0 6 wee 0 | 
California: 
ES a ee a Se ee eee ee Oe, oe ae ee ee 
Sacramento... | ee 0 0 3 0 0 2 0 13 24 
San Francisco. 1 1 0 1 v 4 0 8 1 27 148 
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October 29, 1937 
City reports for week ended Oct. 9, 1937—Continued 
Meningococcus M 
meningitis | Polio- menfagitis | Polio- 
State and city tile State and city Tis, 
Cases | Deaths| “5®S Cases | Deaths} °° 
Massachusetts: Nebraska: 
ESE 1 0 1 0 Fee 0 0 8 
Connecticut Kansas 
ee 0 0 1 _ aoe 0 0 1 
New Haven......... 0 0 1 |) Maryland: 
New York: Baltimore_._........- 1 0 2 
Bu —_— 2 1 0 || District of Columbia: 
New York_..... 2 0 13 Washington. .--......- 0 0 1 
GID, cnccnceesnde 0 0 1 |} South Carolina: 
New Jersey: Charleston..........- 0 0 1 
Newark......... .... 0 0 1 || Alabama: 
Pennsylvania: a 0 1 0 
Philadelphia_.......- 1 0 8 || Louisiana: 
| ee aE 0 0 1 New Orleans........- 0 0 4 
jo: Shreveport..........- 0 2 0 
Cincinnati........... 0 0 2 || Oklahoma: 
Cleveland. ........-. 1 0 2 eae eee 0 0 1 
SEIS: 0 0 1 || Texas: 
Indiana: Fort Worth. ......... 0 0 3 
South Bend_........- 0 0 1 EER, Ss 0 0 2 
Mlinois: Colorado: 
er 0 0 8 0 Se 0 0 2 
Michigan: I 0 0 14 
TT. ccineginduiiicnd 0 0 3 || New Mexico: 
 RSRRee 0 0 1 Albuquerque..._.... 0 1 0 
Grand Rapids--.....-. 1 0 1 tah: 
Wisconsin: Salt Lake City....... 1 1 0 
Milwaukee. --.......- 0 0 4 || Washington: 
| RIESE 0 0 1 Se 0 0 1 
Minnesota: SaaS 0 0 1 
Minneapolis........- 0 0 3 _. nee 1 0 0 
is kn tcnieneheid 0 0 3 || Oregon: 
Iowa: Pestiené.........-<<«<- 0 0 1 
Des Moines........-- 0 0 3 
Missouri: 
Kansas City_.......-. 0 0 4 
ey PED cctnmennsal 0 0 1 
12 nonparalytic cases included. 


Encephalitis, epidemic or lethargic.—Cases: New York, 1; Trenton, 1; Indianapolis, 1; Sioux City, 1; St. 


Louis. 


26; Louisville, 1; Seattle, 1; Portland, Oreg., 1. 


Pellagra.—Cases: Chicago, 1; Winston-Salem, 1; Atlanta, 2; Birmingham, 1; Dallas, 1. 
Typhus ferer.—Cases: Atlanta, 3; Savannah, 2; Mobile, 1; Houston, 1. 


Deaths: Houston, 1, 

















FOREIGN AND INSULAR 


CANADA 


Provinces—Communicable diseases—2 weeks ended September 26, 
1937.—During the 2 weeks ended September 25, 1937, cases of certain 
communicable diseases were reported by the Department of Pensions 
and National Health of Canada as follows: 























Prince New Sas- British 
Nova Que- | Onta-| Mani- Alber-| 5 
Disease Edward - | Bruns- katch Colum-} Total 
Island Scotia wick bee rio | toba | ewan ta bia 
Cerebrospinal meningi- 

A nee | ee 1 2 | RS SSE Sees ee 7 
Chicken pox.. ES 2 Re. are 40 42 26 17 3 58 186 
SS Se 5 3 114 22 4 ] 3 155 
, , eee eee ee eee 3 _ | ee | AE Se 47 
a CERES SSE CAG ree 3 t Rusguipadibinetincenaiethanmed 2 7 
tt tuntdemeeudl saseniulsek 10 ae | SS ae See 4 30 
Lethargic encephalitis__- | eee ee Cee | RO SO RAS Se 2 
Si STIS, AEE 10 1 133 74 18 43 6 131 416 

a Se a a a See 52 5 6 2 ll 76 
Paratyphoid fever_....../_.......- B hiessavedhiedsncd | eee Se ee 7 
Pneumonia. --.........-- er eee eee _) ja 21 33 
Poliomyelitis............ 1 6 50 40 541 85 130 28 4 885 
Scarlet fever.............]........- 6 17 101 96 21 41 13 27 322 
, a Ss Se ee See Sees ) a eee 1 2 
Tuberculosis..........-- 2 ll 20 139 81 | ae See 19 273 
> | = Ses 5 21 120 20 + _ | SeSees 6 210 
[0 0 U8 ee ses ee ee 2 1 2} aa iicillieia 5 
po ES Se Sy 269 202 85 36 5 27 624 























NotEe.—No report was received from Alberta for the week ended Sept. 25, 1937. 


JAMAICA 


Communicable diseases—4 weeks ended October 2, 1937.—During the 
4 weeks ended October 2, 1937, cases of certain communicable diseases 
were reported in Kingston, Jamaica, and in the island outside of 


Kingston, as follows: 























Other Other 
Disease ——- locali- Disease — locali- 
ties ties 
Chicken pox 35 1 
Diph * | ee EEE TE 2 
Dysentery “ 4 2 || Tuberculosis_--...........-...... 85 87 
| eI RELIES EE EE $k: ©. ” SERS err S 57 
prosy .. mani 2 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS 


Notifiable diseases—July—September 1937.—During the months of 
July, August, and September 1937, cases of certain notifiable diseases 
were reported in the Virgin Islands as follows: 














Au- Se Au- Se 
Disease July | cust online: Disease July | cust | tem 
aa 1 1 || Pneumonia ceieuibianiiad 1 2 t) 
PL TEI ONE, eR 3 || Schistosomiasis. .........].......- © Bccsdece 
Diphtheria_.............- | EE STI incessercndsinicdeotintihincnndeabiuionie | Soares 
GeRStTROR. ....~sccnccccca 6 15 f ¢  ‘“SRR-SsIpaSSesers 8 17 13 
Hookworm disease......- 4 6 36 _ 3 eGesteReiaeh Svea GP rere 
nS acne | ee 1 || Tuberculosis............- 4 3 1 
is tatencincnpececs 42 16 9 
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